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Record growth for New Zealand cruise
New Zealand cruise reached a record high last season and the outlook for this booming sector
remains strong.
Over 254,400 passengers and almost 92,000 crew visited New Zealand during the 2015-2016
cruise season which started in August 2015 and ended in June 2016. They sailed on 35 ships that
collectively visited New Zealand 138 times and made 703 port visits across the country.
“This represents a phenomenal growth of 26% in terms of passenger arrivals which translates to
an injection of $484 million into New Zealand’s economy,” Kevin O’Sullivan, Cruise New Zealand’s
outgoing chair, says.
Mr O’Sullivan says New Zealand welcomed nine new ships during the 2015-2016 season. The
forecasts for the next two years are exciting.
“The 2016-2017 cruise season will start again at the end of this month. We expect to welcome 11
ships new to New Zealand, and another three new ships are scheduled for the following season.
“Although we are expecting to experience a slight dip in passenger numbers despite this new
capacity in 2016-17, it will rise by 11% to a new record in the 2017-2018 season.”
The dip in the coming season is almost entirely due to the exit of the Pacific Pearl which had a
monopoly of taking New Zealanders on winter cruises. However, the dip in passenger numbers will
be offset by an increase in international exchange activity (where the cruise begins or ends in New
Zealand) which has a 40% higher value, Mr O’Sullivan says.
“What is exciting about the 2016-2017 cruise season is that the ships will make 791 port visits, an
increase of 13% from the season before.
“This is significant at a time when the wider tourism industry is placing its emphasis on value
through regional dispersal, as outlined in Tourism 2025, New Zealand tourism’s growth
framework. The cruise sector will not only inject a projected $490 million to New Zealand’s GDP
and support 8878 jobs in the coming season, but will also spread the tourism dollar to regions less
frequented by international travellers.”
New Zealand has 17 cruise regions which economically benefits 16 Regional Tourism Organisations
(RTOs) including inland RTOs like Rotorua, Hamilton & Waikato, and Queenstown.
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Refer to attachment: Cruise New Zealand - Summary Report- Economic Impact of the 2015-2016
cruise sector in New Zealand and forecasts to 2017
Vessel
Total
Total Port
Total Direct
Value
Port Days Passengers
Days
Expenditure
Added
2014-2015
127
716
201,370
1,125,100
$572.2
$436.1
2015-16
138
703
254,409
1,332,100
$644.7
$483.5
2016-17f
140
791
233,356
1,338,800
$647.5
$489.5
2017-18f
147
753
282,538
1,426,900
$723.3
$536.0
Source: Cruise New Zealand and Market Economics, 2016
Table: Summary of cruise activity and economic impact in the 2014–2015 cruise season and
forecasts for the subsequent two seasons.
Season

Voyages

About Cruise New Zealand
Cruise New Zealand is the industry association of New Zealand’s cruise sector. Cruise New Zealand
has been the driving force in attracting cruise lines to New Zealand since 1994, and has played a
major part in building New Zealand’s world renowned reputation as a cruise-friendly destination.
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